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         MARY’S CORNER 
 
Hello Lakeside Community, 

We continue to offer our hybrid model of service: 

In-Person service on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays:  

• On these days you can come into the library between 
10:00 am - 12:30 pm, and 1:30 pm - 4:00 pm.  We 
must close for an hour in the middle of the day for a 
sanitation break. You are welcome to browse and 
check-out books, pick-up your holds, use our com-
puters (we have four desktops and two laptops avail-
able), get a library card, and speak with Library Staff. 

Door-Side Only service on Mondays and Fridays: 

• On these days you walk up to the table set up at our 
front door between 10:00 am - 4:00 pm and scan your 
card. Library staff will retrieve your items, check them 
out to you, and then push them across a six-foot table 
for you to take home. There is no sanitation break on 
these days.    

*** For everyone’s safety and in accordance with San 
Diego County Health Orders, all customers must wear 
a facial covering that covers their mouth and nose.  
This is true for In-Person service AND Door-Side Only 
service.*** 

Did you know that Libby offers streaming movies?  This 
feature is not yet available on the Libby app, you must go 
to the sdcl.org website and: 

• First, log in with your library card and pin number
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• Click on the orange eLibrary button 
  

 
 
 
 
 

• Click on the Libby Open 24 Hours heading 
 

 
 

 
 
 

• Click on the Collections tab and look for Videos near 
the top 

 

• You’ll see that you can choose Most Popular, Availa-
ble Now, Kids additions, and more! 

• You can do this on your computer, laptop, or mobile 
device. 

NEXT COVID-19 TESTING DATE: Wednesday, March 
24th from 8:00 am – 3:00 pm, in the Community Center 
Parking Lot  

We look forward to seeing you all soon!  Please stay safe, 
healthy, and connected. 

Mary Elder 

 



 

MEMBERSHIP 

We are grateful for all of our Lakeside Friends. We hope 
that you will continue to support this group. Becoming a 
member will keep you informed about library activities 
including progress toward the new library. There are 
many benefits to becoming a member of the Lakeside 
Friends of the Library 

Members receive this newsletter, receive the latest 
updates on the new library, are entitled to free 
opportunity drawing tickets at designated events, get 
specials at book sales, may attend Board meetings and 
are invited to the yearly general membership meetings.   

Individual membership - $15 / year 
Senior membership - $10 / year 
Family membership - $25 / year 
Organization/Corporate membership - $75 / year 
Lifetime membership - $150  

Monetary donations of $500 or more shall be granted 
Lifetime Membership and all its privileges. 

You can renew your membership in person at the 
library, on our website lakesidecafriends.org, or mail 
your check with your name, address, phone number, 
email and type of membership to Lakeside Friends of 
the Library, 9839 Vine St., Lakeside, CA 92040.  

A big thank you to the following for joining or renewing 
their membership: 

Barbara and Lorin Channell – Senior 
Larry Owen - Senior 
Dana Stewart – Senior 
Shay Aneiro – Senior 
MaryAnn and Stephen Holloway - Senior 
Ron & Karen Cook (East County Style) - Corporate 
Pamela Garcia – Family 
Jill and Tony Conti – Family 
Jerry and Angi Mosier – Family 
Cheryl and Gad Bulat - Family 
Anita L. Lane – Lifetime 

Thank you for supporting the Lakeside Friends of the  
Library.  
 

 

BOARD MEETINGS 

 
March’s in-person meeting has been canceled due 
to Covid-19.  The Friends of the Lakeside Library 
normally meet on the second Wednesday of the month 
at 6:00 p.m. at the library. All members are welcome! 
Contact us to ask questions or to volunteer your time. 
We can be reached at 619-631-5614. Leave a message 
and someone will return your call, or e-mail us at 
lakesidecafriends@gmail.com  
 
Board Members: 

Chairperson:    Terry Burke-Eiserling 
Co-Chairperson:  Joan Tilley 
Secretary/Grants:  Michael Evans-Layng 
Treasurer:  Caprice Hubbard Sander 
Assistant to Treasurer:  Leslie Ward 
Membership/Hospitality:  Tina White 
Newsletter:  Sharon Smith 
Educational/Comm. Liaison: Nina Drammissi 
Facebook/Social Media:  Arline Critchlow 
Hospitality:   Jennifer Ceballos 
Member-at-Large:   Martha Morrison 
 
 

Books are not my whole life, but books 
make my life whole. 
 

For those of you that haven’t renewed your 
membership for 2021, this will be your last 
Newsletter.  Don’t miss out on all the latest 
news about current library, their operation 
status, etc., plus news about the new library. 
You are all very important to us, so please 
renew if you can. Thank you!! 
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WHAT ARE YOU READING??? 
 
Tell us about it by going to our Facebook page or to our 
website:  www.lakesidecafriends.org  visit Contact Us and 
let us know what you are reading with a short review and 
we will try to publish some in our newsletter. While you’re 
there also complete our Survey Questionnaire as we truly 
are going to still be getting a new Lakeside Library...with 
shovel in the ground Spring 2021. 
 
This month Michael Evans-Layng, Friends Secretary/ 
Grants, brings us two book reviews: 
 
This is Your Time by Ruby Bridges 
 
A great book for kids (and adults) about the early 
experiences of civil rights activist Ruby Bridges, the first 
black child to go to an all-white school, William Frantz 
Elementary, in her hometown, New Orleans. She had to 
be escorted by four Federal Marshals and White parents 
would not allow their children to be in the same classroom 
as her, so she received one-on-one instruction from a 
teacher—who had to be brought in all the way from 
Boston— who was willing to teach a black student. She 
tells her story simply and it is profusely illustrated with 
photographs from that era. I highly recommend this 
personal account of a tumultuous time in our history. I 
was unaware of her experience before reading the book 
and am glad I did. 
 
Norman Rockwell memorialized her daily trips to school in 
a famous painting 

 
The library is an arena of possibility, 
opening both a window into the soul and a 
door onto the world.             Rita Dove 

The Expanse Series, Science Fiction by James S. A. 
Corey 
 
Eight volumes with the ninth due out later this year 
 
It’s not too often that one finds science fiction that is so 
well driven by both characters and plot—and also so well 
written. The characters are many, although there is a 
small core, and evolve believably over the course of the 
series. Each book stands well alone as a great yarn and 
also part of an overarching story arc that will finish in the 
ninth and final volume, to be released later in 2021. The 
series is unlike any “first contact” stories I’ve run across; 
one set of antagonists has not yet been fully revealed 
through volume eight. 
 
The two central characters are a couple, James Golden 
and Naomi Nagata, and the story is set initially in our 
solar system, which has been largely settled. There are 
enduring tensions between Earth, Mars, and the 
inhabitants of various moons and the asteroid belt 
(Belters)—and, as it turns out, thoroughly ancient and 
alien intelligences. I found the plethora of strong female 
characters especially fun. 
 
The books enthralled me from start to finish and I am 
eagerly awaiting the final volume. I was even motivated 
enough to watch the first five seasons of the TV show 
derived from the books and available on Amazon Prime. 
The sixth and final season is scheduled for later this year. 
 
I can’t recommend this series strongly enough. 
 

 

AMAZON SMILE 
AmazonSmile customers can now support Lakeside 
Friends of the Library in the Amazon shopping app on 
iOS and Android mobile phones! You can help increase 
AmazonSmile donations to Lakeside Friends of the Li-
brary by shopping at smile.amazon.com/ch/33-0474911 
or with AmazonSmile ON in the Amazon Shopping app. 
Stay safe and support your local library!! 
 

 
The problem with reading is that one 
grows accustomed to beautiful, interest-
ing, amazing people, and returning to 
the real world after hours of adventure 
and wonder can cause one’s standards 
to become near impossibly high… 
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BEING A LIBRARIAN – IT’S A WON-

DERFUL LIFE 
by Marybeth Zeman on December 20, 2013 

What would the world be without librarians in it? Many 
see Google or Bing as modern-day replacements for a 
librarian at a much cheaper cost. They fail to see a librar-
ian’s true worth in a technology driven world and fail to 
see what would be the loss. Walter Cronkite, famous 
news broadcaster of the 1960s, assessed a librarian’s 
true value when he said, “Whatever the cost of our librar-
ies, the price is cheap compared to that of an ignorant 
nation” [1]. A world without librarians would not be a won-
derful place. It would not be a wonderful life. 

I mark the arrival of the holidays with my own private film 
fest, eggnog, slippers and “It’s a Wonderful Life,” 
producer Frank Capra’s 1946 film, now turned Christmas 
classic. A befuddled and kindly guardian angel, Clarence, 
who also happens to read Mark Twain, interrupts the 
George Bailey’s suicide attempt. Clarence gives George 
the chance to see what life would be like without him. 
Of course, without him, all of George’s friends’ and 
family’s lives are dramatically changed. Most of us would 
be surprised to know the ways in which we touch and 
influence each other’s lives. George and Clarence travel 
the course of George’s life and see how George’s loss 
affects almost everyone he knows. The most memorable 
life, of course, is his wife’s Mary’s, gasp, who has become 
what Capra must have viewed a great tragedy in 1946—a 
spinster librarian. George and Clarence encounter her on 
a snowy Christmas Eve as she locks the Potterville, not 
Bedford Falls, Library doors (because, of course, Bedford 
Falls without George’s having been around, is now owned 
by evil Mr. Potter who has claimed it as his own. 

Well, it’s 2013 and what a wonderful life it is—for 
librarians, that is. Librarians are working everywhere and 
we aren’t dull anymore. We are inside the public library 
like the one in Bedford Falls and we are lively and 
intelligent and fun. We’re still behind reference desks, 
well, information centers, sometimes virtual ones 
available 24/7 online. We are mobile, at sea, and in the 
air. We’re specialized—some of us are digitalizing data 
and metadata and things like the 1946 film version of “It’s 
a Wonderful Life” at the Library of Congress. Others are 
at law firms, museums, theology schools, music 
conservatories and many, many more places. 

And like George Bailey, without us, the world wouldn’t be 
so wonderful at all. Last year, without the Freeport Memo-
rial Library, the residents of Freeport, Long Island, 
wouldn’t have had any place to charge phones or access 
the Internet or email after Hurricane Sandy tore through 
their community and flooded homes [2]. Displaced families 
and local communities came to the library for weeks on 
end as it was the only place for miles that had electrici-

ty. Likewise, Staten Island residents affected by this same 
hurricane couldn’t have found the help they needed filling 
out the endless number of insurance and FEMA forms 
without the assistance of the New York Public Library’s 
staff at its New Dorf branch [3]. In fact, “The Feder-
al Emergency Management Agency classified libraries as 
an essential service — like one of the things that would 
get early funding so that communities could recover,” 
says Jessamyn West, founder of library.net, and modera-
tor of the popular blog MetaFilter in response to the 
many recovery efforts made by libraries across the US 
after hurricanes, tornadoes, and other natural disasters [4]. 

In 2000, a Denver Post editorial acknowledged what a 
wonderful gift librarians are to the world by stating, 
“Librarians are very special people. They are the 
caregivers of the world of the mind, the nurturers of 
dreams and the defenders of truth. Perhaps no other 
profession is so marked by the singular generosity of its 
practitioners” [5]. 

Fittingly, at the end of the film, Clarence donates his copy 
of Tom Sawyer with the inscription “No man is a failure 
who has friends” into the collection basket for George 
Bailey. It reminds me that books and information and 
knowledge are powerful forces of change in the world and 
that a librarian is as much a guide as Clarence was for 
George. George realizes that he is grateful for his life and 
his family and his friends. So am I. Like George Bailey, 
I’ve discovered that as a jail librarian, I do have a wonder-
ful life. All librarians do. 

(1) “Library Quotes: Media & Journalists.” United For 
Libraries. America Library Association. Accessed 
December 21, 2013 

(2) (2) Hogan, Matthew. “Nov. 6: Hurricane Sandy 
Updates From LIRR, Nassau -Government.” 
Rockville Centre, NY Patch. Accessed December 
21, 2013. 

(3) (3) Rose, J. (2013). “For Disaster Preparedness: 
Pack A Library Card? [Radio series episode]. In 
Keys to the Whole World: American Public Librar-
ies. New York City: National Public Radio. Ac-
cessed 11/18/2013. 

(4) Ibid. 
(5) State Library of Iowa. “Quotes About Librarians, 

Libraries, Books and Reading.” Iowa Library Ser-
vices. Accessed November 19, 2013. 
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