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MARY’S CORNER   

Hello Lakeside Community! 

What’s New:     

• The Grossmont Union High School District Art Show 
will be in our Community Room from May 2-10, and 
can be viewed during our normal business hours. 
Please make a point to come by to see the exhibit; 
these students truly blow my mind every year!  
 

• Our Made with Heart Social Club is ending. Unfor-
tunately, we did not get a lot of attendance. We are 
hoping to re-imagine this program for the fall, per-
haps as part of our Saturday programming.  

Programming: Here’s what’s happening for Adults!      

Saturday Adventures for Adults: Saturdays from 
3:00 – 4:00 pm 

• May 3:  Music Lessons With Travis – registration in-
formation below!***   

• May 10:  BINGO!   

• May 17:  DIY Terrariums – create and go home with 
a beautiful terrarium 

• May 24:  Relaxing Art Class 

• May 31:  10:00 am – 12:00 pm - Solana Center 
Composting Workshop 

***For Music Lessons with Travis, registration is required 
and space is limited to 12 -  go to our website 
www.sdcl.org/events, choose Lakeside as your library, 
then scroll to the event.  If you do not have a computer, 
please call the library at 619-443-1811 and press option 
3 to reserve your spot.  
 
    

What do you call people who hoard 

books?   

                Smart!!! 

 

May 2025 

Resource Tables:   

• May 1:  10:30 - 11:30 am - Alzheimer’s Association  

Alzheimer’s Education Series: May 20 from 2:00 – 
3:00 pm Community Room  

• This month’s topic is Exploring Care & Support  
Services, finding licensed assisted living facilities 

Lakeside Book Club:  Thursday, May 22 from 4:00 – 
5:00 pm  

• This month’s selection is The Long Call, by Ann 
Cleeves     

Resources: Merk Manuals  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closures:  The Library will be closed on Monday, May 
26th, for Memorial Day Holiday.  

Even more books!  If you can’t find what you’re 
looking for in Libby, download The Palace Project 
app to access even more free eBooks and 
eAudiobooks!  Go to www.sdcl.org and click on 
the eLibrary, then click on A-Z Resources and 
scroll down to The Palace Project.  

The Palace Project app is available on Apple App 
Store and Google Play Store.  

 

http://www.sdcl.org/events
http://www.sdcl.org/


 

 May is National Asian American & Pacific Islander 
Heritage Month! 

Check out these books in our catalogue: 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay safe, healthy, and connected,          

Mary Elder  

 

NEW LIBRARY STAFF MEMBER 

Alicia Lawler:  Librarian I 

Started at SDCL: August 2019 

Started at Lakeside: March 2025 

Favorite genre: Graphic Novels (including Manga), 
Romantasy, Thriller, … can’t pick just one! 

Favorite local restaurants (San Diego, not just 
Lakeside): Kura Sushi Bar off Convoy, Kangnam 
Korean BBQ in Rancho Bernardo, and Din Tai Fung in 
UTC 

Favorite thing about your job: Working with library 
patrons of all ages and helping them discover their next 

favorite book! I also love mentoring and working with our 
teen Service Learners.  

Hello Lakeside community, 

I grew up just up the hill in 
Ramona and volunteered 
at the Ramona Branch 
Library as a teenager. It 
was then that I fell in love 
with libraries and decided 
to pursue librarianship as 
a career path. A BA in K-8 
Education and Master’s in 
Library and Information 
Science later, I’ve worked 

at San Diego County Library since 2019 and Lakeside 
Branch is the 5th SDCL location that I’ve had the 
pleasure of working at.  

In my free time, I enjoy playing video games, reading, 
and spending time with family. My favorite video game 
series include Persona, Animal Crossing, and Pokémon! 
Some books I’ve enjoyed recently include Fourth Wing 
by Rebecca Yarros, Lights Out by Navessa Allen, and 
Funny Story by Emily Henry. My husband and I are also  
total “foodies” and love trying new restaurants around 
San Diego. 

I look forward to serving the Lakeside community and 
learning new things with this wonderful team of staff. 
Excited to be here! 

BOOKSTORE HAPPENINGS 

Looking for a gift for Mother's Day? Check out our 
selections. We also offer Gift Certificates in any amount, 
then let Mom come in and browse.  

May 12- 17:  MEMBERS ONLY SALE 50% OFF 
BOOKS & PUZZLES 
 
As always, we will accept donations of your gently used 
books during our business hours.  

Thanks Lakeside for supporting our Bookstore.  

l love when you read a book from an author 

you have never read before, and when you 

finish, you just want to binge read 

everything else they have published. 



 

MEMBERSHIP 

There are many benefits to becoming a member of the 
Lakeside Friends of the Library. Members receive the 
latest news on the library, are entitled to free opportunity 
book sales, get a free punch card, may attend Board 
meetings and are invited to the yearly general member-
ship meetings.  

Individual membership - $15 / year  
Senior membership - $10 / year  
Veterans - $10 / year  
Family membership - $25 / year  
Lifetime membership - $150  

Your membership supports library programs that the 
County does not fund. With our larger facility, there is 
room to hold events in various areas at the same time. 
The library staff has many programs planned and also 
welcomes your suggestions.  

You can renew your membership in person at the library, 
on our website lakesidecafriends.org, or mail your check 
with your name, address, phone number, email and type 
of membership to Lakeside Friends of the Library, 12428 
Woodside Avenue, Lakeside, CA 92040.  

Thank you to all new and renewing members for joining 
and supporting the Lakeside Library. 

Jill Conti - Senior 

Vikki Greishaber - Senior 

Brittney MacGregor - Individual 

Judy Hadley - Senior 

Cerrah & Timothy Vondersaar - Family 
 
 

BOARD MEETINGS   

No board meeting in May. The next board meeting 
will be on Wednesday, June 11th at 3:30 pm in the 
Library Conference room. 

Contact us to ask questions or to volunteer your time. 
We can be reached at 619-631-5614. Leave a message 
and someone will return your call, or e-mail us at 
lakesidecafriends@gmail.com  

 

 

I wish I were a bookworm 
A bookworm’s never glum 
Cause how can you be grumpy 
When you read all day for fun 

 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

Meridith Bowman 

Why did you decide to volunteer in 
the LFOL Bookstore? 

I love the library and wanted a 
concrete way to support it. 

What do you like best about 
volunteering? 

I enjoy working with my fellow volunteers, seeing and 
organizing the new donations, and raising money for the 
library. 

What are your favorite books or authors? 

Josi Picoult, Barbara Kingsolver, Judy Blume, E.L. 
Konigsburg, Elin Hildebrand, Abby Jimenez, Mary Kay 
Andrews, Amor Towles. 

What do you like to do for fun? 

I love to read! I also like to travel. I like to explore San 
Diego County. I love attending live theater and visiting 
museums. I enjoy spending time with my friends and 
family.  

Anything else you would like to tell our readers 

I have a never ending TBR (to be read) pile! And 
volunteering in the Friends Bookstore weekly makes that 
pile higher and higher.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lakesidecafriends@gmail.com


 

LIFETIME MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

THE HISTORY OF CARTER-SMITH VFW POST 5867 

Mr. Les Kephart and Mr. Bob Connelly were instrumental 
in organizing VFW Post 5867, which was charted on 
February 6, 1946. Les Kephart was the first Post 
Commander from 1946-47 and Bob Connelly was the 
fourth commander. 

The VFW took control of its current building in 1956. The 
Lakeside Community Center building was built from 
1946-48 with bricks manufactured in El Cajon by Beryl & 
Roy Brick Yard, both of whom were veterans and charter 
members of the Post. White Construction Co. organized 
the construction of the center utilizing community 
volunteers. 

 NAMESAKES 

USS Oklahoma  

Dec. 7, 1941 

Post 5867 is 
named and 
dedicated to 
Howard Carter 
and Rowland 
Smith, both from 
Lakeside, 
California, who 
were killed in action during the attack on Pearl Harbor, 
December 7, 1941. Smith was serving aboard USS 
Oklahoma and Carter was serving aboard USS Dobbin. 

As yesterday's defenders of freedom, we want to 
welcome today's military service members into our ranks 
to become part of our elite group. Our common bond is 
the battlefield, whether it is service in the Persian Gulf, 
Korea, Kosovo, the war on terrorism, or peace-keeping 
expeditionary campaigns. Your courage and sacrifice 
have made a difference in preserving and defending 
world peace. 

MISSION 

That the purpose of this Corporation shall be fraternal, 
patriotic, historical, charitable, and educational: to 
preserve and strengthen comradeship among its 
members; to assist worthy comrades; to perpetuate the 
memory and history of our dead; and to assist their 
widows and orphans; to maintain true allegiance to the 

Government of the United States of America, and fidelity 
to its Constitution and laws; to foster true patriotism; to 
maintain and extend the institutions of American 
freedom, and to preserve and defend the United States 
from all her enemies. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

Reaching out into our communities is vital to our 
organization. We develop relationships with community 
leaders, media, school faculty and local civic groups in 
order to achieve the primary VFW mission of supporting 
Veterans and their families. 

We thank this Lifetime member for their support of 
the Lakeside Friends of the Library over the years. 

 

 

Mother's Day has a rich history that dates back to vari-
ous traditions and cultures. In the United States, it 
was originated by Anna Jarvis in the early 20th century, 
who held a memorial service for her mother on May 12, 
1907. Within five years, nearly every state was observ-
ing the day, and in 1914, President Woodrow Wilson de-
clared it a national holiday. The celebration has evolved 
over time, honoring mothers and motherhood in diverse 
ways.  
 

 

Don’t join the book burners. Don’t think 

you’re going to conceal faults by concealing 

evidence that they ever existed. Don’t be 

afraid to go in your library and read every 

book . . . . . 

                               Dwight D. Eisenhower 
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