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MARY’S CORNER  

 

Happy Holidays 

Lakeside Community! 

 
 
The library will have limited 
hours on Wednesday, December 
10th due to staff training. Our 
hours on that day will be 2:00 pm 
– 6:00 pm. 
 

PROGRAMMING: Here’s what’s happening in 
December for Adults!    

• Signature Event:  Polar Express Holiday 

Party!  Friday, December 12th from 6:00 – 8:00 

pm   

• Join us as we craft, play games, sing holiday 
songs and enjoy a special storytime. You can 
even come in your holiday pajamas if you like! 
We'll be hosting a special visit from Santa and 
Mrs. Claus with a great photo op for parents. 
Plus, you can enjoy festive performances from 
the Santee Community Chorus. We hope to see 
you there! 

 

 

• Saturday Adventures for Adults:  Saturdays from 

3:00 – 4:00 pm   

o Dec. 6:  No program, enjoy Spirit of Christmas 

on Maine Ave!  

o Dec. 13:  Bingo!    

o PROGRAMMING BREAK UNTIL JANUARY 

 

  

December 2025 

 
o Lakeside Book Club is on break in  

December.  
 
▪ We’ll see you on January 22nd where we’ll 

discuss From Here to the Great Unknown, 

by Lisa Marie Presley and Riley Keough   

Resource Tables:     

• Friday, December 12th from 1:00 – 3:00 pm Neigh-

borhood Healthcare   

Closures:  

• The Library will be closed on Thursday, December 

25th for the Christmas Holiday  

• The Library will be closed on Thursday, January 1st 

for the New Year’s Holiday  

Resources:   

 

Are you hoping to learn a new language or do some 
traveling in the New Year? The Library subscribes to 
Rosetta Stone so we can offer it FREE to you! Go to our 
website at www.sdcl.org and click on the eLibrary link. 
You’ll see Rosetta Stone is one of your first options. 
Click on Rosetta Stone and follow the directions to 
create your account. Once you do that you can start 
learning immediately, and you can download the Rosetta 
Stone app onto your phone or tablet, and use your 
account information to log in there.

Feliz Navidad, Buon Natale, Joyeux Noël, Merry 
Christmas!  

 

 

http://www.sdcl.org/


 

December is Learn a Foreign Language Month!    

Check out these books and audiobooks in our 
catalogue:    

 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

I wish you a holiday filled with joy and peace,              

Mary Lanese   

 

HOLIDAY CLOSURES 

The Lakeside Friends of the 

Library Bookstore will be closed 

on the following dates: 

December 24 (Open 10:00 - 2:00) 

December 25 - 27 

January 1 - 3 

Thank you for understanding! 

BOARD MEETINGS   

There will be no board meeting in December. The 
next board meeting will be on Wednesday,  
January 14th at 3:30 pm in the Library Conference 
room. 

Contact us to ask questions or to volunteer your time. 
We can be reached at 619-631-5614. Leave a message 
and someone will return your call, or e-mail us at 
lakesidecafriends@gmail.com  

 

mailto:lakesidecafriends@gmail.com


 

MEMBERSHIP 

Memberships for members renewing now or first-time 
members will expire on 12/31/2026. Our punch card 
benefit will continue through 2026. Renew now or buy 
one for a family member so it's one less thing to do in 
December. 

There are many benefits to becoming a member of the 
Lakeside Friends of the Library. Members receive the 
latest news on the library, are entitled to Members Only 
book sales, get a free punch card, may attend Board 
meetings and are invited to the yearly general 
membership meetings.  

Individual membership - $15 / year  
Senior membership - $10 / year  
Veterans - $10 / year  
Family membership - $25 / year  
Lifetime membership - $150  

Your membership supports library programs that the 
County does not fund. With our larger facility, there is 
room to hold events in various areas at the same time. 
The library staff has many programs planned and also 
welcomes your suggestions.  

You can renew your membership in person at the library 
bookstore, on our website lakesidecafriends.org, or mail 
your check with your name, address, phone number, 
email and type of membership to Lakeside Friends of the 
Library, 12428 Woodside Avenue, Lakeside, CA 92040.  

Thank you to all new and renewing members for joining 
and supporting the Lakeside Library. 

Vicki Grieshaber – Senior 
Jean Duncan – Senior 
Sara Marx – Senior 
Larry DeGrief – Senior 
Nancy DeGrief – Senior 
Candace Boeck – Senior 
Diana Bogart – Senior 
Larry Gobble -Senior 
Barbara Whitlock – Senior 
Tamara Gudino – Individual 
Janet Hawkins – Senior 
Ibrahim Turmus – Individual 
Judy Trussel – Senior 
Ivan Yanev – Individual 
Sheryle Stratton – Individual 
Danielle McBride - Family 

 

The best of all gifts around any Christmas 

tree:  the presence of a happy family all 

wrapped up in each other. 

                                       Burton Hills 

BOOKSTORE HAPPENINGS 

The Lakeside Friends of the Library thanks Coleen 
Owens, Lifetime member, for helping us team up with 
members of the La Jolla Rotary Club who are providing 
a library at the East County Transitional Living Center in 
El Cajon. We also thank Alpine and El Cajon Friends of 
the Library, as well as the Woman's Club of Lakeside, for 
helping collect books for this project. Since 2009, East 
County Transitional Living Center has been breaking the 
cycle of homelessness, addiction, and poverty. As the 
need arises, we will continue to support this project. The 
Lakeside Friends of the Library strives to encourage 
literacy, lifelong learning, and the love of reading 
throughout our diverse community. 

Our next Members Only 50 % Discount days will be 
December 17th through 24th. Still time to buy those last 
minute gifts. 

Renew your membership as you come by to shop for 
Christmas.  

The bookstore will close at 2:00 pm on December 
24th and reopen on December 29th through 31st. We will 
be closed January 1st through 4th and reopen January 
5th, 2026. Thank you all for your support for this past 
year. Once again, we will be able to give $16,000 to the 
library to augment the branch programs.  

An East County Book Crawl is being planned for early 
2026. More details coming next month.  

As always, we will accept donations of your gently used 
books during our business hours. Thanks Lakeside, for 
supporting our bookstore. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIFETIME MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

MISS LAKESIDE SCHOLARSHIP PAGEANT 

Miss Lakeside, Teen Miss Lakeside and Pre-Teen Jr 
Miss Lakeside are youth ambassadors for the 
community of Lakeside, an unincorporated community in 
East County San Diego. The young ladies of the Miss 
Lakeside Pageant system strive to become involved with 
organizations and citizens in Lakeside through 
community service and volunteerism. 

The Miss Lakeside Program is a part of the San Diego 
678 Pageant System which includes the two sister 
pageants Miss Ramona and Miss Julian. 

As official representatives of Lakeside, these young 
ladies and their court members travel throughout San 
Diego County and beyond, donating their time. 
Participating in the Miss Lakeside pageant helps these 
young ladies grow in personal strength and character, 
finding their voices and personal self-confidence through 
their work as area representatives. 

For more information email us 
at 678director@gmail.com or find us on Facebook: 
Lakeside Miss-Teen Pageant-Page 

Jill Fleming, Pageant Director 

 

Gifts of time and love are surely the basic 

ingredients of a truly Merry Christmas. 

                                      Peg Bracken 

BOOK REVIEW 

From Here to the Great Unknown, by Lisa Marie 
Presley and Riley Keough   

 As I was working on this 
newsletter, I saw that the Library  
Book Club will be discussing this 
book in January. I had just 
finished listening to the audio 
book, which I got from Libby. If 
you don’t know about Libby, it’s a 
wonderful program free from the 
library where you can get 
audiobooks, ebooks and even 
magazines to read or listen to on 
your tablet, phone or laptop. I use 
it all the time and love it. 

Lisa Marie Presley made many recordings and journals 
in preparation for writing her memoirs. In 2022 she 
asked her daughter, Riley, to help her with the project. A 
month later Lisa passed away. Riley later decided to 
fulfill her mother’s wish by completing the book. 

The book is read by Julia Roberts as Lisa and Riley as 
herself. We hear both mother and daughter 
communicating and interacting. 

Lisa talks about growing up at Graceland and how close 
she was to her father. She tells about her life from 
childhood, through various marriages (including to 
Michael Jackson), her singing and songwriting career, 
motherhood, drug and alcohol addiction, the death of her 
son, and her deep grief throughout her life. 

I thoroughly enjoyed the book and found it very moving. I 
highly recommend reading it or listening to it as I did.                           

                  Sharon Smith, Friends Newsletter Editor 

 

mailto:678director@gmail.com

