
 

Issue #119 

 

MARY’S CORNER  

Happy New Year  

Lakeside Community 
 

Thank you for making our third annual Polar Express 

Holiday Party a success! This is our Signature Event, 

and seeing all of you makes it our favorite night of the 

year. Here are some great photos from this magical 

night. 

 

 

January 2026 

 
 
  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:  

A temporary vendor issue is delaying the arrival of new 
materials and affecting catalog details such as book 
covers and descriptions. We appreciate your 
understanding. 



 

Programming: 

Saturday Adventures for Adults: Saturdays from 
3:00 – 4:00 pm   

• Jan. 3:  No Program, enjoy your New Year’s Cele-
brations! 

• Jan. 10:  Adult Arcade  2:30 – 4:00  

• Jan. 17:  Bingo! 

• Jan. 24:  Harp Performance with Deirdre Sullivan 

• Jan. 31:  DIY Terrariums with Russel Ray pm (space 
is limited, sign up on sdcl.org)   

 

Lakeside Book Club:  Thursday, Jan. 22 from 4:00 -

5:00 pm 

• This month we are discussing From Here to the 

Great Unknown, by Lisa Marie Presley   

Resource Tables:     

• Thursday, Jan. 8 from 10:00 - 11:30 am, Grossmont 

Health Library 

• Friday, Jan. 9 from 1:00 – 3:00 pm, Neighborhood 

Healthcare  

• Thursday, Jan. 15 from 1:00 – 3:00 pm, Southern 

Caregiver Resource Center  

 

Never judge someone by the way they 

look or a book by the way it’s covered; 

for inside those tattered pages, there’s a 

lot to be discovered. 

                               Stephen Cosgrove 

 

Resources:   

Online Courses | Udemy 

More than 4,000 on-
demand video courses 
across 75 categories. 
Users will need a free 
Google or Microsoft 
account to log in. 

 

 

 

 

 

January is Mental Wellness Month!    

January is Mental Wellness Month 

Check out these books in our catalogue:    

          

                   
            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We wish you a New Year filled with peace, laughter, and 
possibilities!   

Stay safe, healthy, and connected,              

Mary Lanese   

CLOSURES: 

The library will be closed on Thursday, January 1st, 
for the New Year’s holiday, and on Monday, January 
19th, for the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday. 

Are you hoping to learn something new in the New 
Year? The Library subscribes to Udemy so we can 
offer it FREE to you! Go to our website at 
www.sdcl.org and click on the eLibrary link. Click 
on “A-Z Resources” and scroll down to “U” for 
Udemy. Click on Udemy and follow the directions to 
create your account. Once you do that you can 
start taking courses immediately. You can also 
download the Udemy for Business app onto your 
phone or tablet, enter “Gale” under organization 
name, search for “San Diego County Library” and 
enter your library barcode.  

 

http://www.sdcl.org/


 

BOARD MEETINGS   

The next board meeting will be on Wednesday,  
January 21st at 3:30 pm in the Library Conference 
room. 

 

Contact us to ask questions or to volunteer your time. 
We can be reached at 619-631-5614. Leave a message 
and someone will return your call, or e-mail us at 
lakesidecafriends@gmail.com  

 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
There are many benefits to becoming a member of the 
Lakeside Friends of the Library. Members receive the 
latest news on the library, are entitled to Members Only 
book sales, get a free punch card, may attend Board 
meetings and are invited to the yearly general 
membership meetings.  

Individual membership - $15 / year  
Senior membership - $10 / year  
Veterans - $10 / year  
Family membership - $25 / year  
Lifetime membership - $150  

Your membership supports library programs that the 
County does not fund. With our larger facility, there is 
room to hold events in various areas at the same time. 
The library staff has many programs planned and also 
welcomes your suggestions.  

You can renew your membership in person at the library 
bookstore, on our website lakesidecafriends.org, or mail 
your check with your name, address, phone number, 
email and type of membership to Lakeside Friends of the 
Library, 12428 Woodside Avenue, Lakeside, CA 92040.  

Thank you to all new and renewing members for joining 
and supporting the Lakeside Library. 

Dorothy Bishop – Senior 
Pat Meachum – Senior 
Charlotte Howatt – Senior 
Katherine Baugher – Family 
Martha Morrisey – Senior 
Linda Jones-Rideout – Senior 
Natasha Lowery – Individual 
Bill & Betty Williams – Senior 
Claudia Beamer – Senior 
Carole Hanen – Senior 
Liz Harris – Senior 
 

Every book isn’t for every reader, but 

there is a reader for every book. 

 

BOOKSTORE HAPPENINGS 

The Lakeside Friends of the Library strives to encourage 

literacy, lifelong learning, and the love of reading 

throughout our diverse community. Our bookstore prices 

are affordable. Stop by today.  

Our next Members Only 50 % Discount Days will be 

January 20 - 24. The library will be closed on January 

19th. 

An East County Book Crawl featuring eight bookstores is 

being planned for February 14 - 21, 2026. Enjoy some 

self-indulgence. More info to follow soon.  

As always, we will accept donations of your gently used 
books during our business hours. Thanks Lakeside, for 
supporting our bookstore. 

LIFETIME MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

Payton Ace Hardware 
 
Payton Ace Hardware has been your local family-owned 
hardware store since 1963. They pride their selves on 
providing customers with helpful and knowledgeable 
service, quality products and a convenient shopping 
experience. From plumbing to electrical, hardware to 
tools, lawn and garden to lighting, and so much more, 
they have you covered! As for the helpful hardware folks 
in your neighborhood, they promise that helping you is 
the only thing they have to do today. 
 
Store hours 
Mon 7:00 am - 6:00 pm 
Tues 7:00 am - 6:00 pm 
Wed 7:00 am - 3:30 pm 
Thurs Closed 
Fri 7:00 am - 6:00 pm 
Sat 7:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Sun 7:30 am - 4:30 pm 
 
Address:  9841 Maine Ave, 
Lakeside, CA 92040 
(619) 443-1077 

mailto:lakesidecafriends@gmail.com


 

GIFT WRAPPING 2025 

Thank you to all who participated in our Gift-Wrapping 
fundraiser either by volunteering or by donating to this 
project. We collected $333.50 from this event. We 
appreciate your support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEST BOOKS OF 2025 

The top ten books of 2025 by the New York Times 
feature a mix of compelling fiction and nonfiction,  
showcasing diverse voices and powerful narratives. 
 
1. Angel Down by Daniel Kraus 

2. The Director by Daniel Kehlmann 

3. The Loneliness of Sonia and Sunny by Kiran Desai 

4. The Sisters by Jonas Hassen Khemiri 

5. Stone Yard Devotional by Charlotte Wood 

6. A Marriage at Sea by Sophie Elmhirst 

7. Mother Emanuel by Kevin Sack 

8. Mother Mary Comes to Me by Arundhati Roy 

9. There Is No Place for Us by Brian Goldstone 

10. Wild Thing by Sue Prideaux.  

BARNES & NOBLE BOOKFAIR 

Although we don't have totals to share at this point, there 
was a good turnout for our Barnes & Noble Bookfair on 
December 13th. Thanks to all the volunteers who as-
sisted with this event. We also thank anyone who came 
and purchased books. This year was a dual event as 
Santee Santas collected books for needy families within 
Santee.  

The Santee Santas Foundation is a local non-profit 
501(c)(3) registered organization, providing help to 
members of our community living within the Santee 
School District boundaries and in need of assistance. 

Santee Santas’ signature effort is an annual holiday chil-
dren’s toy and food drive focused on bringing the Christ-
mas spirit to as many as 150-200 families in our commu-
nity. Their senior outreach program ensures qualifying 
seniors in the community who are living alone or in sen-
ior care facilities are not forgotten over the holidays. 
Their volunteers serve the Santee community throughout 
the year, and have done so since 1953! 

 

It isn’t just a library. It is a space ship 

that will take you to the farthest reaches 

of the universe, a time machine that 

will take you to the far past and the far 

future, a teacher that knows more than 

any human being, a friend that will 

amuse you and console you – and most 

of all, a gateway, to a better and hap-

pier and more useful life. 

                               Isaac Asimov 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=3d138c16956ec6b689d85f9623a1067bb4affa70b9d390d0f34582070b87d859JmltdHM9MTc2NzA1MjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=3ff1f7dc-9e53-6977-0afe-f90e9f71686b&psq=top+ten+books+2025&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9ib29rcmlvdC5jb20vdGhlLW5ldy15b3JrLXRpbWVzLWJlc3QtYm9va3MtMjAyNS8&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=3d138c16956ec6b689d85f9623a1067bb4affa70b9d390d0f34582070b87d859JmltdHM9MTc2NzA1MjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=3ff1f7dc-9e53-6977-0afe-f90e9f71686b&psq=top+ten+books+2025&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9ib29rcmlvdC5jb20vdGhlLW5ldy15b3JrLXRpbWVzLWJlc3QtYm9va3MtMjAyNS8&ntb=1

